
 

 

Topic - 6 week theme: Time/Clocks Looking forwards and backwards in time 

Talk for Writing text:The Tiny King 
Talk Through Stories (2 week focus) :Billy the Dragon - Nadia Shireen, George and the Dragon - Chris Wormell, Zog -Julia Donaldson 
Core books: Biscuit bear – Mini Grey, Mog the forgetful cat – Judith Kerr 
Nursery rhymes: Grandfather’s Clock , Sing a Song of Sixpence, The Grand Old Duke of York, Old King Cole, Hickory Dickory Dock, Pussycat Pussycat where have you been? 
Humpty, Dumpty sat on the Wall 

 
 

Key activities: 

Communication & 
Language 

Personal, Social & 
Emotional 
Development 

Physical 
Development 

Literacy Maths Understanding the 
World 

Expressive Arts 
and design 

Ways the adult can facilitate 



 

Understand how to listen 
carefully and why 
listening is important: 
Use opportunities to 
model and promote good 
listening skills e.g. facing a 
partner, sitting still etc 
and identifying what good 
listening looks like in 
contexts such as listening 
and attention games, 
sharing stories, thinking 
through problems etc 
Listening to different 
clocks….. 
 
Listen to and talk about 
stories to build familiarity 
and understanding.  
Retell the story, once 
they have developed a 
deep familiarity with the 
text; some as exact 
repetition and some in 
their own words.  
Engage in story times.  
Learn new vocabulary 
Use new vocabulary in 
different contexts.  
Teach through T4W, Talk 
through stories, Maths 
Mastery/Maths No 
Problem and through 
theme: 
Now, before, after, ago, 
today, tomorrow, 
yesterday, morning, 
playtime, lunchtime, 
afternoon, home time, 
days of the week, in a 
while, straightaway… 
 
Use new vocabulary 
throughout the day.  
All staff to identify key 
vocab to be used 
repeatedly in a range of 
contexts, display 
keywords – review 
regularly 
 
Ask questions to find out 
more and to check they 
understand what has 

Express their feelings 
and consider the feelings 
of others. 
Identify and moderate 
their own feelings 
socially and 
emotionally.  
 
Refer to the Zones of 
Regulation throughout.  
 
TFW-  Teacher to talk 
about the feelings of the 
Tiny King throughout the 
story and relate it to a 
time when they have felt 
like that. Children then 
think about a time that 
they have experienced 
feeling that way. Focus 
on building vocabulary 
and modelling strategies 
to use when you are 
feeling sad,downcast, 
lonely etc 
 
During story times 
throughout the day focus 
on the feeling of the 
story characters and 
make links between 
characters from other 
stories, adults in the 
setting and the children. 
 
Build constructive and 
respectful relationships 
 
Adults explicitly model 
being courteous and 
notice when children are. 
 
Ensure children’s play 
regularly involves sharing 
and cooperating with 
friends and other peers.  
Team building games and 
opportunities eg, A 
Shrinking Vessel (See 
critical thinking activities 
below). 
 
Provide opportunities for 
the children to listen to 

Revise and refine the 
fundamental movement 
skills they have already 
acquired:  
rolling  
crawling  
walking  
jumping  
running  
hopping  
skipping  
climbing  
 
Set up a course which 
enables children to 
practise jumping off of 
the equipment and 
landing appropriately 
 
Tie a long skipping  rope 
to the fence and teach 
the children how to skip, 
singing rhymes and 
counting. Provide children 
with smaller ropes to 
practise the skills they 
have learnt. 
 
Provide a choice of open-
ended materials to play 
that allow for extended, 
repeated and regular 
practising of physical 
skills like lifting, carrying, 
pushing, pulling, 
constructing, stacking 
and climbing.   
 
Construct castles for the 
Tiny King using large 
wooden blocks, crates, 
planks of wood etc 
 
Construct a carriage for 
the Tiny King and the Big 
Princess, wooden blocks, 
crates, tyres etc 
 
Construct a big , big bed 
or 10 beds for the Tiny 
King’s children. 
 
Progress towards a more 
fluent style of moving, 

Blend sounds into words, 
so that they can read short 
words made up of known 
letter/ sound 
correspondences.  
 
Taught during daily RWI 
and literacy lessons 
 
All adults use Fred Talk 
throughout the day. 
 
Play Fred talk  games ie 
Simon says/give children 
rael objects. Can you give 
me the c a t. Children have 
to give you the object you 
have asked for from  the 
real objects you have given 
them. 
 
Tell Fred Talk  stories 
 
Model reading from left to 
right by blending the 
sounds together. 
 
Read some letter groups 
that each represent one 
sound and say sounds for 
them.  
 
Taught during daily  RWI 
and literacy lessons 
 
Focus on  consolidating 
special friends and Set two 
sounds  
 
Pinny time 
 
Read a few common 
exception words matched 
to the school’s phonic 
programme.  
 
Taught during  daily RWI 
and literacy lessons 
 
Focus during basic skills 
twice a week. 
 
Read simple phrases and 
sentences made up of 

Numbers within 10 
say which number is one 
more or one less than a 
given number 
estimate a number of 
objects and check by 
counting 
count reliably with 
numbers from 1 to 10 
develop an 
understanding of zero 
create representations 
for numbers 0-10 
place numbers 0-10 in 
order  
recognise the numerals 
0-10 
use ordinal numbers: 1st, 
2nd...last 
understand the 
conservation of numbers 
 
Ensure C-P-A threads 
throughout experiences 
and that children engage 
in deep understanding by 
modelling using concrete, 
pictorial & abstract 
representations of 
number. 
 
Find opportunities 
throughout the day to 
practice counting – using 
counting songs, number 
rhymes & stories 
involving number, 
register, counting out 
snacks etc through 
games which involve 
counting (include ‘What’s 
the time Mr Wolf/Tiny 
King?) 
 
Play card/dice games & 
games which involve 
recognising 
numbers/pictorial 
representations of 
number 
 
Addition and subtraction 
within 10 
estimate a number of 

Talk about members of their 
immediate family and 
community. 
Context: The Tiny King & his 
family/different families 
 
Name and describe people 
who are familiar to them.  
Context: In The Tiny  King fell 
in love. He loves the Big 
Princess because….Link to 
Valentine’s day and making a 
card for someone they love. 
Children describe why they 
love that person. 
 
Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the 
past. 
Comment on images of 
familiar situations in the past: 
transport past and present 
(linked to horse and carriage 
in story) 
-castles vs houses 

-clothes in the past 
-feast and foods 
Sort & order images 
chronologically, giving 
reasons for choices. 
 
Compare and contrast 
characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past.  
Draw out themes from the 
Tiny King story and relate to 
children’s experiences of the 
world. Compare and  contrast 
the Tiny King with 
Kings/Queens in other stories. 
Link common themes in 
stories ie. bravery, kindness,  
Link themes to the 
experiences of the children. 
 
Draw information from a 
simple map.  
Draw simple maps showing 
the layout of the Tiny King’s 
Palace. Relate to the 
school/local area using simple 
maps/aerial images 
 

Explore, use and 
refine a variety of 
artistic effects to 
express their ideas 
and feelings. 
Return to and build on 
their previous 
learning, refining ideas 
and developing their 
ability to represent 
them.  
Create collaboratively, 
sharing ideas, 
resources and skills. 
Contexts: Pattern 
making and cutting re: 
wedding outfits, palace 
wallpaper, wrapping 
paper for gifts. 
Draw children’s 
attention to features in 
the natural world and 
how they change over 
time – seasons, 
colours, light, dark etc. 
Notice how the light 
shining through a 
prism structure outside 
changes – 
colour/position 
 
Design a crest or 
shield. 
Castle block 
printing  (Paul  Klee 
and Mondrian) 
 
Create a mobile to help 

the Tiny King’s 
children to sleep (Miro) 

 

Contrast & compare 
wedding attire from 

different eras/periods. 

Listen attentively, 
move to and talk 
about music, 
expressing their 
feelings and 
responses.  
Watch and talk about 
dance and 
performance art, 
expressing their 
feelings and 



 

What the provision can offer 

  

Festivals/focus days: 
 
Take children on a journey – Buckingham Palace / Tower of London 
 
Calendar events: 

● Big Schools bird watch (first half of spring term) 

● 27th January Holocaust Memorial Day 

● Chinese New Year (The first day of Chinese New Year begins on the new moon that appears between 21 January and 20 February) 

● National Storytelling week (30th Jan – 6th Feb 2021) 

● February LGBT+ History Month 

● Safer Internet Day (9th February 2021) 

● St Valentine’s Day 14th February 

● National nestbox week 14th – 21st February 

Critical Thinking/Creativity activities: 
The Tiny King -  suggested Critical Thinking Activities: Can you design and make a crown to fit your head? How can you make sure that it’s the right size? Can you make a pillow for the 
tiny king? How could you make it soft and comfortable? Can you make a boat for the tiny king so that he stays safe in the bathtub (it must float)?  

 
Story Stones: https://famly.co/blog/inspiration/10-simple-communication-and-language-activities/ 

The activity – Homemade Story Stones by Happy Hooligans 

Communication and language area(s) of development: Expressive language, vocabulary, turn-taking, attention and listening 

In a nutshell – Story stones are essentially very simple prompts for narrative play. All you need to do is get some flat and smooth stones from a craft shop or a beach and decorate them 
with pictures of objects or animals. Choose one of the stones and start a tale based on the picture on it, then encourage your children to draw more stones and continue the story. 

What you need – 

● Small Stones 

● Stickers or Mod Podge and Magazine Pictures Cut-Outs 
 
A shrinking vessel: https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/  

https://famly.co/blog/inspiration/10-simple-communication-and-language-activities/
https://happyhooligans.ca/story-stones/
https://modpodgerocksblog.com/learn-how-to-mod-podge
https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/10-team-building-games-that-promote-critical-thinking/


 

This game requires a good deal of strategy in addition to team work. Its rules are deceptively simple: The entire group must find a way to occupy a space that shrinks over time, until 
they are packed creatively like sardines. You can form the boundary with a rope, a tarp or blanket being folded over or small traffic cones. (Skills: Problem-solving; teamwork) 

This activity could be extended in a ‘Cross the alligator swamp’ scenario with increasingly small mats provided as ‘stepping stones’ as well as an increasingly small number of ‘stepping 
stones’. 

 


