
Primary School Careers 
Learning



This resource is intended to provide:

• An introduction for parents and carers 
on the importance of starting careers 
learning at primary school 

• Understanding of what careers 
learning looks like at primary age and 
some of the ways you can teach 
careers at home

• Understanding of what skills your child 
will need to thrive in the workplace of 
the future



Why it’s important to think about careers 
learning at primary school 

Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L9YtmRmHHk

Please watch 
the video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3L9YtmRmHHk


Why Teach Primary Age Students About Careers?

• Engaging children early starts them 
thinking about the future

• The topics that children find 
interesting early on will influence their 
decisions and subject choices in 
secondary school

• Childhood experiences are the foundation 
of later life

• Children’s observations of the world 
around them matter and make lasting 
impressions



Current Job Market

• Many traditional careers in decline 

• University students’ skills are not 
always matching employer needs

• Employers state that young people 
are not entering job market with the 
right skills 



Entrepreneurial Mind-set

• In the future businesses will be looking 
for more versatile employees 

• People who have an entrepreneurial 
mind-set will be more likely to succeed

• Entrepreneurial mind-set is having the 
ability to: 

• Spot opportunities 
• Take advantage of available resources
• Overcome challenges
• Accept responsibility
• Continue learning and improving



• Education 
• Emotional intelligence – awareness of 

others
• Resilience – ability to learn from ‘failure’
• Self-confidence
• Motivation and drive 
• Key skills – communication, teamwork, 

presentation
• Good advice 
• Understanding of what’s out there 
• Curiosity – not afraid to try new things 
• Lots of different experiences

What are the top things you think are important for your child to get a good job / 
develop entrepreneurial mind-set?

Unfortunately there’s no one-size fits all approach to this.  
Your child is going to need:



The skills we teach children now will be 
invaluable in a forever changing climate!



Essential Skills

• Employers are not just looking for 
people with good grades, they are 
looking for evidence of essential skills.

• Essential skills are highly transferable 
and are needed to perform any job. 

• Strong essential skills are desirable as 
they ensure that employees are able to 
adapt and integrate within the team.



Essential Skills

Skills include:
• Listening: ability to listen critically to others 

• Presenting: public speaking & ability to present oneself

• Problem Solving: finding many solutions to a problem

• Creativity: thinking of new / different ways to do things

• Staying Positive: being resilient in challenging situations

• Aiming High: aspiring to do your best in any task/ career

• Teamwork: being able to get along with others

• Leadership: ability to make difficult decisions and get support from others

The key to careers learning at Primary age is to develop essential skills and broaden 
horizons.  These skills can give your child a competitive edge in an ever-changing job 
market



Activity – Essential Skills

• Think about a typical week with your child

• Write your ideas about how you can teach your children the 8 
essential skills during everyday activities.

• For example. Give your child a budget during the weekly shop to help 
them learn problem solving 



Activity – Essential Skills
Skill

Example Activities

Listening       

 Encourage conversation and make it fun – such as wearing a silly hat when it’s your turn 

to speak / wearing a fun scarf when it’s your turn to listen

 https://empoweredparents.co/8-games-to-improve-your-childs-listening-skills/

Speaking

 Debate the Small Things – example – “I think we should have ice-cream because…”  

Encourage your child to use because and justify their answers

 https://familiesforlife.sg/play-as-a-family/Pages/Conversation-Games-With-Kids.aspx

Problem 

Solving

 Encourage reading – characters often solve problems and books spark ideas in children 

and adults

 Identify simple problems at home “we don’t have any cereal” ask your child to think of 

solutions & pros/cons

 Let your child practice coming up with solutions

 Encourage your child to pack their school bag the night before and talk about the 

importance of planning

 https://blimeybox.com/blogs/news/5-play-based-activities-that-inspire-creative-

problem-solving

https://empoweredparents.co/8-games-to-improve-your-childs-listening-skills/
https://familiesforlife.sg/play-as-a-family/Pages/Conversation-Games-With-Kids.aspx
https://blimeybox.com/blogs/news/5-play-based-activities-that-inspire-creative-problem-solving


Activity – Essential Skills
Skill Example Activities

Staying 

Positive

 Mistake of the day – discuss silly mistakes you’ve made that day

 Praise hard work rather than talent

 Create a points system for when your child tries their best at something 

 Famous failures – research famous people that have ‘failed’ like JK Rowling for instance 

 https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/children-positive-attitude

Aiming High

 Set achievable goals – let your child assist in goal setting – praise them for fulfilling goals

 If your child has a hero – talk about all the hard work it took to get there

 Write a fun CV for your child that they can add to 

 Children can only aspire to what they know exists – mention jobs/ careers to them

Leadership

 Encourage simple decision making – choosing between 2 or 3 choices – ask children to 

justify their choice

 Encourage your child to order when you eat out or help budget for items when you’re 

shopping to build confidence

 Task your child to create something to sell and help them set up a shop for family 

members to purchase items

 Encourage your child to have a “how can I…” rather than an “I can’t” mindset

https://biglifejournal.com/blogs/blog/children-positive-attitude


Activity – Essential Skills
Skill Example Activities

Teamwork

 Family games 

 Encourage team work in jobs around the house

 Clubs and sports 

 Extra-curricular activities 

 https://www.care.com/c/stories/3793/15-team-building-activities-for-kids/

Coding

 Daisy the Dinosaur (ages 6-10) (available on the App Store for iPad - Free)

 Scratch (ages 8-16) https://scratch.mit.edu/parents

 Hopscotch (ages 10-16) https://www.gethopscotch.com/about

 Codecademy (ages 12+) https://www.codecademy.com/

 Visit https://www.educationalappstore.com/ for a list of educational apps

Creativity

 Encourage play and unstructured time

 Encourage your child to read books

 Task your child to come up with new rules to games

 Let your child experiment with baking, arts, crafts, music, drama, etc. 

 https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/336883

https://www.care.com/c/stories/3793/15-team-building-activities-for-kids/
https://scratch.mit.edu/parents
https://www.gethopscotch.com/about
https://www.codecademy.com/
https://www.educationalappstore.com/
https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/336883


Tips on how to start teaching your primary 
school child about careers
• Make it fun

• Keep activities short, simple & enjoyable

• Talk to your child about careers
• This helps them make connections

• Break down gender stereotypes
• Make sure your child is aware they 

can do any job

• Encourage Extra-Curricular Activities
• Your child learns new skills and has fun whilst broadening their horizons 

• Keep Learning yourself
• The more you know the more you can teach your child



Learn more:
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/

https://www.startprofile.com/

www.stem.org.uk/primary-computing-resources

https://successatschool.org/

www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/framework
(understanding the 8 essential skills)

https://icould.com/

https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/

https://www.careersbox.co.uk/

www.stem.org.uk/audience/primary

https://www.timeout.com/london
(for a list of free activities in London)

*Additional handouts provided

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
https://www.startprofile.com/
http://www.stem.org.uk/primary-computing-resources
https://successatschool.org/
http://www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://www.skillsbuilder.org/framework
https://icould.com/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.careersbox.co.uk/
http://www.stem.org.uk/audience/primary
https://www.timeout.com/london


Please help us by filling in a short 
survey

(only 4 questions!)

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GladeParents

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Larkhallcareers
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GladeParents


Find out more
www.15billionebp.org

@15billionebp

@WorldofWorkebp

https://uk.linkedin.com/company/15billionebp

http://www.15billionebp.org/
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/15billionebp

