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ASPIRATION

CHALLENGE

ENGAGEMENT

Award winning Reading Gladiators™
challenges are annual school-based reading
programmes designed to challenge, inspire and
motivate higher attaining readers and those
identified as having potential to work at greater
depth in year 2, year 4 and year 6.
The rigorous requirements of the reading framework
require deep engagement, response and comprehension of texts. Reading Gladiators can help prepare pupils
for these demands, providing opportunities for them to
stretch the ‘reading muscle’, but in an engaging context
which develops reading for pleasure. Immersing
children in quality, demanding and varied books with
participation in high level discussion helps to develop
higher level reading skills, builds reading stamina,
develops adventurous readers and broadens knowledge
of quality literature.
Reading Gladiators targets higher-attaining readers
because these readers are often under-challenged by
their volitional reading choices. Furthermore, it creates
advocates within a school who inspire other children to

COLLABORATION

‘I had a parent come up to me thanking me for
getting her son to read books that he wouldn’t
usually pick up. The children are reading more and
are enjoying the discussion with their friends. A
bit of positive peer pressure works wonders!’
Claire Matthews, Rayne Primary School
become more aspirational readers. The impact of peer
influence on the culture of reading is encouraged
through the design of the mini-challenges and has been
observed within many schools that subscribe to Reading
Gladiators.
Each of our Reading Gladiators™ programme presents
children with challenging texts at a crucial stage: when
children are becoming fluent and independent readers
(year 2 programme), as they develop their reading identities (year 4 programme), and as they move up to new
challenges (year 6 programme).
Read on to find out more about the resources included
in the programme, costs and booking information.

Reading Gladiators Team

Just Imagine…

Year 6 Programme Manager: Sam Keeley

Just Imagine is open for visits from teachers, librarians and
nursery workers during term time, and at other times by
appointment.

Year 4 Programme Manager: Caroline Bradley
Year 2 Programme Manager: Sara Stanley
For further information, or to book
Telephone: 01621 855862
Email: gladiators@justimaginestorycentre.co.uk
Website: readinggladiators.org.uk

River Barn, Langford Hall, Witham Road, Langford, CM9 4ST
Main Website: justimagine.co.uk
@imaginecentre
www.facebook.com/JustImagineStoryCentre

Book Selection

Discussion Guide
The guide provides everything you need to
know about Reading Gladiators™, supporting
group leaders to make the programme a
success. It includes ideas on running the group, creating a
positive reading atmosphere and structuring the sessions.
There are introductions to each author and text, discussion points, plus suggested activities before, during and
after reading each book.

Website
The Reading Gladiators™ dedicated website is
the main communication channel. This interactive website is a vibrant online space where
groups showcase their work and share ideas.
The website houses additional password-protected content
for group leaders. readinggladiators.org.uk

Gladiators read between 6 and 8 books
a year, depending on the year group.
The carefully selected titles extend the
reading repertoires of the children, with
a range of genres represented. The curated collection is
designed to move the readers from familiar reading material to more thoughtful, reflective reading. Reading
Gladiators encounter books by established and recently
published authors.

Webinars
An opportunity to participate in free CPD
related to the books and themes. The webinars take place at convenient times for
teachers and are also available on the website. Although optional (Reading Gladiators™ works well
independently of the webinars) it is felt they are a valueadded aspect of the programme, providing cost effective CPD for the whole school.

Challenges
Children respond to the competitive element of the reading challenge. The model is a sporting one in which
teams collaborate to enter mini-challenges each month. Many of the challenges are also intended to increase
the visibility of the books in order to pique the interest of the other children. A final challenge at the end of the
year allows children to revisit and reflect on their experience across the year.

Reading Gladiators Programmes
September 2019—June 2020

The Reading Gladiators™ programme
includes:



Year 2—Deeper Reading
 Year 4—Adventurous Reading
 Year 6—Moving Up, Moving On

 Years 2 and 4: eight books for each

pupil taking part in the challenge
 Year 6: six books for each pupil taking

part in the challenge

Programme Cost:
Comprises of 9 x complete book sets, including a free teacher
set, and all elements detailed in the right hand box. Additional
book set discounted price below.
Small schools please contact us for details.
Programme Cost (ex VAT)

 A free teacher set for every programme

booked. Additional sets can be
purchased at a discounted price.
 Discussion guide packed with ideas for

discussion and activities.
 Regular E-newsletters to keep in touch.

Early bird by 31st May 2019

£560

 Monthly prize mini-challenges.

Bookings after 31st May 2019

£624

 Access to password-protected website.

Addition set price (anytime)

£55

 Access to free webinars.

